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POLITE LITERATURE. 



I. A Memoir of the Medals and Medallists connected with Ireland. By the 
Very Rev. Henry Richard Dawson, A.M., Dean of St. Patrick's. 



Read 16th March, 1838. 



O, when shifl Irdand, consdons of her clum, 
SUmd emulous of Grreek and Roman fame ? 

FOPB. 

The increasing interest which has been of late years manifested respecting 
collections of medals, affords a strong proof of the value justly attached to them, 
both as commemorative corroborations of certain historical events, and also as 
specimens of skill, ingenuity, and taste amongst artificers in that line. In 
almost every coxmtry of Europe, excepting our own, its medallic history has at 
successive periods occupied not only the attention, but the pens of learned indi- 
viduals, and their lucubrations have greatly contributed as well to stimulate the 
ingenuity of the artist, as to elucidate the facts connected with its exercise ; so 
that many a political event, and many an heroic achievement, which had escaped 
the notice of contemporary historians, has, through their instrumentality, been 
rescued from oblivion, and brought under the notice of posterity in the almost 
imperishable materials of the precious metals. 

The northern States of Europe can boast of Beskrivelse, Mechel, and Brenner 
illustrating and explaining their medals. Holland and the Netherlands have 
Van Mieris, Van Loon, and Bizot, in ponderous folios, with plates and text, 
describing each minute particular. In France, Le Blanc, Fleurimont, and 
Bouteroue have engraved both coins and medals ; while in the later period of 
the glorious era of Andrieu, Laskey and Millingen have elaborately pointed out 
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4 The Very Rev. H. R. Dawson on the 

their beauties, and detailed their intentions. Italy can point to Anthony Count 
Caietani explaining the various works of the middle ages contained in the cabinets 
of Mazzuchelli ; and to Venuti, Nobili, and Molinet those of the Popes of Rome 
are indebted for a great addition to these attractions. England can refer to the 
works of Evelyn, Vertue, and Edwards noticing and illustrating the varied spe- 
cimens of skill which have been produced by those artists whom the country 
encouraged, and whose works have served to perpetuate the actions, good or 
evil, of her devoted servants. I could refer to many other countries of Europe, 
where the proud records of their fame have found studious chroniclers both with 
pen and hand ; but no attempt has yet been made to record historically the 
medals of Ireland ; and while some pains have enabled me to rescue the works of 
her artificers from, I should say, undeserved oblivion, I venture to call the atten- 
tion of the members of the Academy to some of the productions of the Irish 
Coining Press, as well as to some medals connected with our country, and exe- 
cuted by foreign artists, in the expectation that their countenance may be the 
means of eliciting some of the latent, and stimulating the neglected talents of 
our countryinen. 

For some few years past I have been endeavouring to collect and arrange in 
historical order the medals connected with this part of the United Kingdom ; and 
though with considerable diffidence I present these brief notices of my researches 
to yoti, (brief, because I find these records of our national de^eds very few,) yet 
I am not without hopes that they may excite some interest even amongst those 
who have not hitherto turned their attention to this pursuit. I purpose, there- 
fore, to offer you some notices of such medallists, and such designs, emanating 
from their studia, as have fallen under my observation. I regret to say my ma- 
terials are scanty, owing, I believe, mainly to this, that the country has not 
hitherto fostered nor encouraged that beautiful branch of art. 

The earliest medal that I have met with, as connected with Ireland, is of the 
time of Charles II. ; a small silver piece, of very beautiful execution, and I con- 
sider it to be the work of some English or foreign artist, as both sides are 
obviously taken from two medals which were struck to commemorate the mar- 
riage of that Prince with Catherine of Portugal. It bears on the obverse a 
figure of St. Catherine with her wheel, and the legend pietate insignis. The 
reverse has Fame blowing a trumpet, and in her left hand she carries an olive 
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branch. On the banner appended to the trumpet there is a small harp, the 
arms of Ireland, and were not that sufl&cient to appropriate this medal as belong- 
ing to our series, the inscription peovincia connagh, decides the matter. Now 
it is well known that Charles was married to Catherine of Braganza by Sheldon, 
Bishop of London, May 21st, 1662; but many think the ceremony was pre- 
viously performed by a Roman Catholic priest to satisfy the scruples of the 
concealed as well as the avowed Romanist. This priest may have come from 
Connaught, and it is not improbable that this piece was struck, that at least som» 
obscure evidence might remain of the event. 

The Roettiers, the celebrated Dutch medallists, worked for Ireland ; but 
their skill was, I believe, less exercised to commemorate the heroic achieve- 
ments of her sons, than to promote the purposes of their unfortunate master ; 
and those pieces generally known as the gun money of James II. are sup- 
posed to have been struck from dies executed by John Roettier. However 
base the materials of these coins, their neatness and execution afford reasonable 
grounds for attributing them to such a devoted follower as he was known to be 
of the exiled king. I should here observe that James Simon, the author of an 
essay on Irish coins, has engraved, Plate VII. No. 154, and described a silver 
medal, which he conceives alludes to the landing of James in Ireland, and his 
reception by his Irish subjects at Kinsale, March 12th, 1689. The obverse 
represents the king crowned, and in his royal robes, holding a baton in his hand. 
Behind him a ship, and before him a crowd hailing his approach, the legend 
JACOBUS • II. DEI • GEATiA. The reverse, two sceptres in saltire behind a crown, 
with the motto intemeeata, and the legend mag. be. fea. et . hib. eex. 1689. 
Simon saw only a drawing of this medal, which was sent to him by Mr. Charles 
Smith of Dungarven ; I have not been so fortunate as to meet with it myself, 
nor can I find any further record concerning it; but Simon is too accurate to 
allow me to doubt its existence in his day. 

When William III. came to fight the battles for our liberty and his own 
sovereignty in this kingdom, his various victories were commemorated in Hol- 
land by his own coimtrymen, and so many medals were struck with the intent of 
perpetuating his renown, that it would be tedious here to enumerate them. The 
engravings and descriptions published by Van Loon inform us, that neither the 
Boyne nor Aughrim, nor Galway, nor Limerick, were considered imdeserving 
of commemoration by those who were most conversant with the events which 
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produced such an effusion of Irish blood. Nor were these memorials confined 
to the illustrious hero himself, for similar records are also found of his victorious 
generals, Schomberg and De Ginkle. 

But in connexion with the history of this period, one medal only has been 
discovered, struck in Ireland, and this bears reference to Van Homrigh, a fol- 
lower of William's, who settled in Ireland about this period. And as this 
medal has not been hitherto published, it may be interesting here to describe 
it, and to show upon what occasion it was struck. It appears from the 
records of the Corporation of Dublin, that in the year 1688 Sir Michael 
Creagh was Lord Mayor of the city, and as such was in possession of the 
parapharnaUa connected with his office; in the following year two persons, 
Terence Dermot and Walter Motley, held the office, the one for nine, and 
the other for three months. They, it is supposed, never received the usual 
ensigns of dignity, but it is certain that in those troublesome times they were 
either lost or purloined, and to this day it is usual, at the triennial perambulations 
of the city boundaries by the Lord Mayor and his staff, for an officer to make 
proclamation that Sir Michael Creagh should appear and restore the collar and 
its appurtenances connected with the office, which he is alleged to have conveyed 
away. In the year 1698 William III. presented to the city a new collar of 
SS., to which is appended the noble medallion I am now about to describe, exe- 
cuted by James Roettier. Obverse, gulielmus . tebtius • D. g. mag. brit. fran. 
ET . HlB. REX. Bust looking to the right, with flowing hair, in armour, with a 
scarf over it. Reverse, gulielmus hi - antiquam et fidelem - hiberni^e me- 

TROPOLIN - HOC INDULGENTI^ SUM MUNBBE - ORNAVIT • BARTH VAN HOMRIGH 

ARM. URB. PR-ffiTORE . MDcxcviii. This medallion is an important addition to 
our series, as few impressions can possibly come under public observation. 

During the reign of Anne, though Croker exerted his talents in England to 
commemorate the distinguished events of her time, I have been unable to dis- 
cover any medals immediately connected with Ireland ; and this appears strange, 
since it is well known that Swift, then possessing great weight and authority, 
exerted his influence to procure that change in the coinage which called forth 
tliose pattern farthings, exhibiting records of remarkable circumstances, and 
which also have encouraged the preposterous notions so widely diffused respecting 
their extreme rarity and enormous value. He was a patriot, and it would appear 
from some memoirs connected with him, to a certain degree, a collector of 
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medals ; but his taste lay in a differeat line from that of encouraging artists or 
scientific pursuits. 

Connected with the times of George I., I am able to produce, I think, one 
medallet, and that without any reverse. It is very small, and exhibits a three- 
quarter bust of my celebrated predecessor in the Deanery of St. Patrick, in his 
full wig and gown, with falling bands. It bears a strong resemblance to a por- 
trait in my possession, which Swift is said to have given to Vanessa at the time 
he quarrelled with her. The legend is, j-s dd d.s.p-d. (Jonathan Swift, 
D. D., Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin.) The execution is tolerably good, but I 
have not been able to ascertain either the artist or the occasion upon which it 
was struck. 

In the succeeding reign, patronage or party feeling appears to have given 
some stimulus to the art, for I find no fewer than five medals connected with the 
period. As one only has been published, and that in a very incorrect and 
slovenly form, and none hitherto described, I shall here attempt to give some 
elucidation of them. 

The first again refers to Dr. Swift, and exhibits his portrait three-quarter 
face to the left, with wig and gown, in a small oval frame, supported by a winged 
child upon clouds. To the right of Swift is Minerva seated, in. armour, with 
spear and asgis, pointing with her right hand to a shield resting against her 
knee, and bearing the arms of Ireland, To the left a female also seated, lean- 
ing on a pile of books, and with her right hand holding a laurel crown over the 
Doctor's bust. Above there is a winged figure of Fame, and below a scroll 
inscribed eev. j. swift, d. s. p. d. The reverse displays Hibemia seated, in 
her right hand an olive branch, and her left is supported by a harp. In the back 
ground a shepherd tending his flocks, and a view of the sea covered with 
ships. On the exergue is the date mdccxxxviii., j. e, fecit. This medal, I 
conjecture, was intended to commemorate Swift's exertions for the advance- 
ment of commerce, manufactures, and agriculture. He was at that period in 
the zenith of his glory ; and it cannot surprise us that the zealous friends, of 
whom he had many, should thus endeavour to perpetuate his fame. Of the 
artist I know nothing, and the execution is so rude, that I am indisposed to 
conjecture it to be the work of any artificer of eminence. The next in the 
suite gives better hopes for the progress of improved taste in the medallic 
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art as connected with Ireland, and the subject is very interesting. The artist, 
T. Pingo, has not hesitated to put his name upon the work, and it fully sup- 
ports the character he has obtained. The obverse presents three figures, 
on the right a female thrown upon the ground, emblematic of Ireland ; at her 
feet a cap of liberty and a spear. A male figure in the centre is represented 
seizing her by the hair with his left hand, and with the right holds a dagger over 
her. On the left stands Justice, with her emblems, averting his uplifted arm, and 
the inscription reads, may oeokge protect what justice trys to save. On 
the reverse, at the top, is the harp of Ireland, with some of the strings broken, 
and at the bottom a shield bearing the arms of the city of Dublin, the sword, 
mace, cap, and collar of the city lying near it on the ground. Across the field 
is the legend, the glorious - attempt - of lxiv-to preserve the- consti- 
tution - MDCCXLix. There is every reason to presume that this medal was struck 
to commemorate the defeat of the efforts put forth by the celebrated Charles Lucas 
in favour of the liberties of the Corporation of Dublin, as it was in this year he 
addressed his memorable letter to George II. on the charter of the liberties of 
the city of Dublin, complaining that the freemen and common council were 
defrauded of their rights and privileges by the Board of Aldermen, who, he 
alleged, were mere usurpers, and arrogated to themselves too much power in the 
election of the Lord Mayor. 

I $^m now about to call your attention to a medal in the possession of many 
families in this country, which, in design and execution, will not be easily sur- 
passed. As it has not, I believe, been published, and as it relates to an event 
considered very remarkable in the history of the Irish Parliament, I shall be 
excused for recording some details respecting it while they are yet attainable. 
By the Commons' Journals it appears that from the year 1692 the practice of the 
house was to call for and examine the public accounts. If there appeared a 
deficiency in the treasury, they provided for it ; if a surplus remained after the 
purposes were served for which it had been granted, they proceeded to dispose of 
it for the public advantage, without asking permission from the Crown, or re- 
ceiving any intimation that the king's prerogative was thereby invaded. It 
happened that in 1749 a considerable sum remained in the treasury, and upon 
the circumstance being reported, the Commons of Ireland framed the heads of a 
bill, according to the powers heretofore exercised by them, for applying a portion 
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of it towards the discharge of the national debt. They were sent to England, 
returned without alteration or objection, and the same course would have conti- 
tinued, had not some mischievous intermeddling courtier discovered what he 
considered an invasion of the rights of the Crown, which it was determined by 
those in authority to repel. In the year 1751, the Lord Lieutenant, acting upon 
this suggestion, in his speech from the throne at the opening of the session, 
informed the House of Commons, " That he was commanded by the king to 
acquaint them, that his Majesty, ever attentive to the ease and happiness of his 
subjects, would graciously consent and recommend it to them, that such part of the 
money then remaining in the treasury, as should be thought consistent with the 
public service, should be applied to the further reduction of the national debt." 
This was assuming that the king had an exclusive property in it, and might, as 
an act of favour, permit the Parliament to dispose of it. The Commons in their 
Address paid no regard to this unprecedented claim. The heads of the bill were 
framed as usual, it passed the Commons and Privy Council, was sent to England, 
but returned with the word "consent" inserted in it. Then, though many 
members were dissatisfied with this infringement of their rights, it passed unani- 
mously, and thus a precedent was made which was attempted to be used on the 
event which produced the present medal. In the year 1753 even a larger sur- 
plus was reported in the treasury. The Right Hon. Thomas Carter, Master of 
the Rolls, presented, on the 13th of December, a bill, entitled " An Act for the 
payment of £77>500, or so much thereof as shall remain due on the 25th of De- 
cember, 1753, in discharge of the National Debt." This was read a first time 
on the following day, and a committee was appointed to inquire if any, and what 
alterations had been made in the preamble and enactments of the bill. On the 
15th, Mr. Upton reported that an alteration, or rather an addition, had been 
made, by inserting in the preamble the following words : •' And your Majesty, 
ever attentive to the ease and happiness of your faithful subjects, has been gra- 
ciously pleased to signify that you would consent, and to recommend it to us, 
that so much of the money remaining in i/our Majesty^ s treasury as should be 
necessary, be applied to the discharge of the national debt, or of such part 
thereof as should be thought expedient hj Parliament" The house was again 
aroused to jealousy respecting an invasion of its privileges, and on the 17th it 
resolved itself into committee, when the Master of the Rolls reported from it, 

VOL. XIX. B 
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that they had agreed to the enacting paragraphs of the bill, but dis^eed to the 
preamble ; a division took place, and the bill was rejected by a majority of five 
voices.* Although the numbers on each side are not given in the Commons' 
Journals, I conceive, from the record of this and another medal, that the ^ssen- 
tients amounted to 124, a strong testimony to the feeling of parliamentary pri- 
vilege that pervaded tl^e house. I should add, that this bold assertion of right 
by her representatives produced no immediate advantage to Ireland, whatever 
may have been its future consequence, for his Majesty, by his letter, took that 
money out of the treasury which had beai the subject of dispute. On the 
obverse of the medal the legend reads, utcunque ferent ea facta minores 
viNCiT AMOR PATRIAE. In the centre stands Hibemia, with a harp in her 
left hand, and behind her another figure holding a distaff, emblematic of 
the staple trade of the country. On her right stands another female grasping 
her hand, and holding in her right hand a roll inscribed leges. To her left is 
the Speaker of the House of Commons in his robes, placing a cap of liberty on 
her head, and holding in his left hand a heavy bag inscribed vindicata, and 
behind him three senators stepping out from a portico. Over the figures is Fame 
flying, and blowing a trumpet, with a banner appended, and inscribed cxxiv ; 
she holds in her left hand a ribbon or band bearing the inscription, ergo tua 
JURA MANEBUNT. On the exergue are two human figures naked, the one with 
the head of a bud of prey, clutching at a quantity of money scattered on the 
ground, which lie other with Ae head of a wolf, and kjosedfrom a chain fastened 
to a rock, guards ; behind them some open rolls. The legend on the reverse reads, 

QUIQUE SUI MEMORES ALIOS FECERE MERENDO. AcrOSS the field, SACRUM - SENA- 
TORIBUS CXXIV - QUI TENACES PROPOSITI - FOUTITER AC PRUDENTER - JURA 
PATRI^RITE-VINDICARUNT XVII -DIE DECEMBRIS ^R^ - CHRISTIANS MDCCLIII 

- QUOciRCA viviTE - FORTES. I conjectute a medal in gold was given to each of 
the members who voted on the popular side, as I have seen several, and the one 
before me is engraved on the edge tho'. Montgomery, esq". 8 b'. 1755. He 
was Member for the Borough of Liffordin that Parliament. 

Another medal and medallet, bothof similar type, were also struck upon the 
occasion of this triumph. Obverse, the speaker . and liberty. Bust three- 

* In the " Universal Advertiser," Dublin, 1754, there is a list of the members who voted for 
«nd against the Altered Money Bill. 
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quarter face to the left, in wig and robe of office. The portrait is that of Henry 
Boyle, afterwards created Earl of Shannon, under whose banner the patriots 
opposed the corruption and tyranny practised by Primate Stone and the Court 
party. Reverse, the 124< patriots of Ireland ; in the field a harp with the 
royal crown over it. Exergue, December 17-1753. The execution of both 
is indiflFerent, and the metal brass ; they were probably struck immediately upon 
the occurrence of the event. 

The next piece, and that too upon the same subject, refers to the Kildare family ; 
on the obverse is seen a table covered with money, to the left a hand and arm 
stretched out from above grasping at it; to the right a man in full dress, in an 
attitude of defiance, with a drawn sword over the table, as if guarding the money, 
with the inscription, touch not says • kildare. Exergue, mdcclv. Reverse, 
a harp with a crown over it; legend, prosperity to old Ireland, 1754. 
This commemorates the celebrated memorial presented to the king by James 
Fitzgerald, Earl of Kildare, remonstrating against the withdrawal of money from 
Ireland, and the removal from public employment of those who favoured the 
popular cause. 

The last medal but one connected with this reign had reference to a con- 
tested election for a member for the county, which took place in Louth in the 
year 1755. At that time a number of persons formed themselves into what they 
called an Independent Club, for the purpose of giving opposition to the gentlemen 
oi the county of the high influential interests, and resolved to try and obtain 
the return of the members. In one instance they were successful in ousting 
Mr. Bellingham, and succeeded in returning Thomas Tipping, Esq., in con- 
junction with the Hon. W. H. Fortescue, to serve in Parliament. This medal 
commemorates their triumph. Obverse, firm to our country as the rock 
in the sea. a large rock standing boldly in the sea, the four winds blowing 
against it, and on the top a figure of Hibernia, with her left hand resting upon a 
harpj and her right pointing upwards. Reverse, may the lovers of liberty 
never lose it. Two hands united, with a heart over them ; and underneath, 
in the field, by our strict -union in louth-we disappointed the -hopes 
of our enemies - ON the 1 op novem - 1755 in the 2t) year - OF the 

reign OF - K • GEO • THE H - WHOM GOD LONG - PRESERVE. The artist has not 

given his name, but from the execution of the work he could not have been one 
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of any note; and I may observe, that the design of the obveree seems to have 
been very closely copied from a medal by Dassier, to the memory of Dr. 3amuel 
Clarke. 

About the year 1756, there existed an Association of Pamters and Sculptors 
in Dublin, who exhibited their works at a house in William-street, which they 
built as an Exhibition Room, with the assistance of a parliamentary grant ; but 
not being incorporated, they were unable to hold the premises, and were even- 
tually ejected from them by some persons who had advanced them money towards 
the completion of the building. They had a medal struck as an admission ticket, 
bearing on the obverse a boy sculpturing a bust, behind him another with pallet 
and colours, and in the back ground a column and a capital. The 'reverse is 
merely inscribed exhibition ticket, with a space left for the proprietor's name. 
This, I am awM-e, cannot legitimately be classed as a medal, but as it occasionally 
appears in collections, I have thought it desirable to record it here. 

That I may not interrupt the course of this memoir, I shall here insert an 
account of a very remarkable medal which has been sent to me, (though I have 
been unable to procure an inspection of the piece itself,), and extracted from 
Faulkner's Dublin Journal of August 6th, 1768, which precludes the necessity of 
any further remark for its elucidation. " On Saturday last ended the poll for 
the election of Knights to represent the County of Westmeath in Parliament, 
when the numbers stood thus : for Lord Bellfield, 475 ; for the Hon. Colonel 
Rochfort Mervyn, 387; and for the Right Hon. A. Malone, 469* of whom 377 
were single votes ; when Lord Bellfield and Mr. Malone were declared duly 
elected, the latter by a majority of 82 over Colonel Rochfert Mervyn. After 
the return the free and independent electors, consisting of a most respectable 
majority of the gentlemen of the county, met together, and they (in testimony of 
the singularly constitutional conduct of their candidate, who stood forth at their 
call and nomination, with an exertion of his usual dignity and spirit,) formed a 
subscription for a gold medal with the following device : Liberty embracing with 
her right arm a pillar, and supporting herself by it, her left arm resting on her 
shield, her spear, casque, and other ensigns lying at her feet ; the motto vincit 
AMOK PATRi^, anno 1768. On the reverse, a hand presenting a civic crown, 
and underneath, presented to the right honourable a. malone by the 

FREE AND INDEPENDENT ELECTORS OF THE COUNTY OP WESTMEATH, IN ACKNOW- 
LEDGMENT OF HIS STRENUOUS AND SUCCESSFUL SUPPORT OP THEIR INTERESTS 
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ON THE 25th of JULY, 1768." I am pleasedto have the Opportunity of preserving 
this record of Miy testimonial to the merits of so celebrated a man as Malone, 
and the more so as I had vainly sought from the gentlemen of Westmeath any 
account of the occasion on which the medal was struck, as in fact it appeared 
totally unknown to those of whom I made the inquiry. 

The reigns of the two last Georges constitute an aera in the medalUc art, of 
which Ireland may be justly proud, as it produced two artists, who, notwithstand- 
ing the difficulties under which they laboured, were the authors of some speci- 
mens in the art, that will not lose by comparison with those of the most skilful in 
that line in any country. They were both natives of Dublin, and when I men- 
tion the names of William Mossop, father and son, every admirer of medals will 
justify me in endeavouring to rescue from oblivion such memorials of them as I 
have been able to obtain. Through the kindness of Edward Hawkins, Esq. of 
the British Museum, I have been put in possession of, and allowed to use, several 
letters and pieces of autobiography from William Stephen Mossop, jim., which 
give the Academy a security for their authenticity, but I shall state them very 
briefly, as they might otherwise extend tliis memoir to an unreasonable length. 
The series published by these two artists amounts to more than seventy pieces. 

William Stephen Mossop, the elder, was bom in Dublin A. D. 1751, and 
about 1765 was placed with Mr. Stone, at that time regarded in Dublin as a man 
possessed of considerable ingenuity as a die sinker, but whose talents never carried 
him higher than making a steel letter, or some other mechanical work. Here 
Mossop's time was thrown away, and his term of apprenticeship passed in the mere 
drudgery of a trade. Stone was employed in making seals for the Linen Board, 
and upon this work Mossop was chiefly engaged, and by his exertions mainly con- 
tributed to the support of his master's family. Stone soon fell a victim to intem- 
perate habits, and was succeeded by his son, who following his lamentable example, 
died in the same wretched way. Mossop was then engaged to work for the 
Linen Board on his own account, and continued to execute their orders until 
1781, when a change in the system of the Board threw him out of employment, 
burthened with a wife and growing family. At this period he was induced, 
from an accidental circumstance, to undertake some higher works of art. A per- 
son intending to purchase some medals, submitted them to the judgment of 
Mossop, who then, for the first time, had an opportunity of contemplating those 
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beautiful results of human ingenuity. He gave an opinion in accordance with 
the impression produced on his own mind, recommended the purchase of them, 
but for some reason it was never completed, and eventually he bought them on 
his own account. From this hour his destiny was fixed; the ilame had been 
kindled, and every moment he could spare from his other avocations was em- 
ployed in the study of what was now become an absorbing pursuit. From admiring, 
he desired to imitate, and persuaded himself that though he might not succeed 
in the first or second attempt, he would ultimately accomplish something similar. 
In the year 1782 he produced his medal of Ryder the comedian, his first work, 
which as a debut in the arts will always be esteemed. When publicly announced, 
it attracted crowds to inspect and admire it : and yet, after a lapse of several 
months, but one was sold, and empty praise was for some time his sole reward. 

At this period he executed a medallion, of which, I believe, only very few 
impressions remain. It represents the busts of the Right Hon. John Beresford 
and his wife, Miss Montgomery, side by side, and was engraved for a person who 
passed himself as a Turk, and kept baths in Dublin : he was called Solyman 
Achmet, but his real name was, I believe, Kerns. Having received some favour 
from Mr. Beresford, he caused this medal to be engraved, and set in the side of 
a silver cup, which he presented to him. The work is extremely delicate, and 
gives a faithful resemblance of his patron and lady. 

Amongst those who were distinguished as encouragers of genius, Mossop 
foimd a friend and protector in the late Dr. Henry Quin. The first work he 
executed after his acquaintance with that gentleman was a head of his patron, 
and in it the artist had given an expression so true to nature, and had finished 
the whole with an ur so closely resembling the antique, that it met the unquali- 
fied approbation of the excellent judge whose portrait it gives. The immediate 
occasion of this medal was as follows. Robert Watson Wade, Esq., first clerk of 
the treasury under Wm. Burton Conyngham, Esq., was affected with a violent 
imposthume in his side, which had baffled the skill of the faculty in Dublin, but 
having fortunately called in Dr. Quin, he obtained almost immediate relief, and as 
a token of gratitude presented him with this medal in gold, and inscribed on the 
reverse, ob samtatem restitutam excudit r w wade. This was followed by 
orders for medals of Mr. La Touche, Mr. Alexander, Mr. Deane, and Viscount 
Pery. Of this nobleman it may not be unsuitable to record an anecdote, which 
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affords an example worthy of imitation amongst those who may have an oppor- 
tunity of patronizing arts and artists. When Mossop had finished the head of 
Lord Pery, he waited upon him with the work. His Lordship expressed him- 
self highly pleased with the performance, and inquired what remuneration he 
expected ; on Mossop's replying twenty guineas, the nobleman's surprise gave 
every reason to imagine that he conceived it an exorbitant demand ; coldly 
remarking, that he thought the artist had not put a fair price upon his work, he 
observed, he hoped he would be satisfied to accept what he thought proper to 
give. With these words he presented Mr. Mossop with a paper, which he put 
into his pocket without examination, and in some confusion bowed and withdrew. 
If the artist was mortified under the impression that his price was to be reduced, 
we may imagine his gratification at finding he had been presented with an order 
for double the sum he had demanded. 

Shortly after, in 1786, Mossop was employed to execute the Prize Medal of 
our Academy. The side with Hibernia and the emblems of art was the original 
device, to the other side was added the head of the Earl of Charlemont when 
he became our president. As this work may be justly considered the chef 
d'osuvre of the artist, and is, I regret to say, in the hands of so few of our 
members, it will be proper here more particularly to describe it. Obverse, 
JACOBTJS • COMES • DE CHARLEMONT ■ PR-^s. The Earl is represented in the 
uniform of the Irish volunteers ; the resemblance is most correct, and the exe- 
cution of the head beautifully soft and fleshy; the modern costume, so ill 
adapted to classical art, is rendered agreeable by delicate and judicious ma- 
nagement. Reverse, veteres kevocavit artes. Hibernia seated on a pile of 
books, surrounded by emblems of astronomy, chemistry, poetry, and antiquities. 
Exergue, acad • keg • hib • inst • jan • 28 - mdcclxxxvi. The figure is bold and 
masterly, the drapery broad, and the drawing correct ; while the disposition of 
the emblems is so tasteful, that in the variety of subjects embraced, nothing ap- 
pears crowded or confused. The noble Earl was so pleased with this specimen 
of his skill, that he allowed the artist the use of his library, and free access to 
all his valuable collections. 

Soon after the execution of this work Mossop received orders for the 
medal of Lord Rokeby the Primate ; for that given at the Commencement in 
Trinity College ; for the badges worn at various societies ; and for tickets of ad- 
mission to sundry institutions : in fact, he had arrived at the top of his profession. 
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and in every thing connected with it in this country he was employed. His 
fame had reached England, so that Mr. Boulton, the intelligent proprietor of the 
Soho Factory at Birmingham, was induced to give him an invitation to go over 
to his employment in 1791} expressed in the most flattering terms, which, how- 
ever, he thought proper to decline. 

During the administration of the Marquis of Buckingham he produced a 
pattern piece, which he denominated the Union Penny, engraved after a design 
by Sir Joshua Reynolds. Only six impressions were struck before the die was 
destroyed, but so admirable was the execution, that two were thought worthy of 
a place in the cabinet of the reigning monarch. Afterwards he was employed 
to superintend the coinage of the copper money issued by Messrs. Camac, Kyan, 
and Camac, until the failure of the concern, by which he sustained considerable 
loss ; and then he resumed his former pursuits. These led him in 1797 to com- 
memorate the destruction of the French fleet atBantryBay by a beautiful medal, 
which is still worn by the members of a club established on the occasion in the 
neighbourhood ; and he was further employed by the Orange Association and 
by the Farming Society, to design and make their badges and premium medals. 

The Rebellion, and subsequently the Legislative Union in 1801, diverted 
the public mind from any consideration of the fine arts, and the medallic art, the 
object of our inquiry, shared the common neglect. With the exception of a 
medal for the Dublin Society, and a Premium Medal for the Navan Farming 
Society, no other work of importance was executed by Mossop ; and when the 
former was undertaken, it was proposed that it should have an appropriate reverse 
for each of the objects which that Society was embodied to encourage. From the 
eminent skill exhibited in the part of the work which was completed, it is much 
to be regretted that the original plan was not persevered in. This medal, when 
at present used, is struck with a blank reverse, upon which is engraved the name of 
the person obtaining it, and the object for which it is adjudged. 

In 1804 a paralytic affection, followed almost immediately by apoplexy, ter- 
minated in a few hours the life of this ingenious artist. Though his works are 
not numerous, they are interesting, and as the first of the kind produced in Ire- 
land, are a lasting evidence of his natural ability in this department of art. Had 
ho received the advantage of early preparatory study, there can be no doubt that 
he wouhl have equalled any modern medallist, and rivalled those in former times 
of whom other countries are so justly proud. Besides his medals, he engraved 
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several large official seals for corporate bodies in Dublin and elsewhere. He also 
executed a head in carnelion, and a small copy in ivory, from the celebrated gem 
of the marriage of Cupid and Psyche. In the domestic relations of son, hus- 
band, and father, he was most exemplary, and obtained respect wherever he was 
known. 

William Stephen Mossop, jun., also a native of Dublin, was bom in 1788, 
and after receiving a liberal education at the celebrated school of Samuel Whyte, 
he commenced in 1802 his studies in the fine arts at the academy of the Royal 
Dublin Society, under the care of Mr. Francis West, then master of the Figure 
School. The progress he made not proving satisfactory, he was placed amongst the 
private pupils of Mr. West, with whom he continued until his father's death left 
him, at the age of sixteen, very inadequately prepared to commence the practice of 
his profession ; and the first work he produced was the medal for the Society 
incorporated for promoting Charter Schools. It was commenced in the life-time 
of his father, and finished shortly after his death, when the artist was not seventeen 
years of age. In 1806 he was employed by the Farming Society to execute a badge 
to be worn by such persons as were life members ; and in 1809 he commenced a 
medal of considerable merit, for the purpose of commemorating the fiftieth year 
of the reign of George III. By his own account I find that in the following 
year he visited London for the first time ; but, as he expresses it, " his stay was 
so short, and he was so much bewildered by the variety that surrounded him, that 
he did not derive all the advantages from it he might have done," However, 
his spirit was greatly aroused, for though after his return to Ireland he was 
much occupied in working at medals for various branches of the Farming So- 
ciety, then in active operation, he found time to execute a medal, the die of 
which was afterwards purchased by the Feinaglian Institution as a Premium 
medal, and for which he obtained a premium himself from the Society of Arts at 
the Adelphi. In 1814 he obtained another premium from the same body for a 
head of Vulcan, which he engraved in compliance with an advertisement from 
that Society, who promised to purchase the die, but left it, through neglect, on 
his hands. Thus it appears his merit was acknowledged, but his works were 
very inadequately remunerated. 

In 1820, 1 find from his letters, that he projected a series of medals of dis- 
tinguished Irish characters, but I cannot discover that he put his design fully 
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into execution, though medals of Ussher, Swift, Charlemont, Sheridan, and 
Grattan afford some evidence of a commencement. Their execution, and the 
fidelity of the likenesses they exhibit, are such as to make us regret the design 
was allowed to fall to the ground. The last die that I can discover of his work- 
manship is one of a noble medallion of the illustrious Wellington ; it appears as 
if the subject, as well as the country of the hero, had sharpened his graver, and 
directed his hand, for it is in truth a spirited performance, having on the obverse 
a bust of the Duke to the left, and on the reverse the appropriate emblem of 
Victory crowning a warrior, who is seated, leaning upon his shield. There is 
also, by the same hand, a small medallet of the hero, a perfect gem ; the die 
came into the hands of the late Mr. West of Skinner-row, and impressions from 
it are very rare. On one side It exhibits a bust inscribed duke op Wellington, 
and on the other the simple but expressive word Waterloo, inclosed in a wreath ; 
this reverse however was executed by another artist. Mossop died in 1827, 
having for some time previous been afflicted by mental aberration, brought on 
probably by intense application, and increased by those disappointments con- 
comitant with unrequited genius and professional assiduity. 

Unwilling to break in upon the account of the two Mossops, I must here 
insert a reference to some medals struck in the years 1797-8. Kirk, an artist 
well known in England, thought it no disparagement of his own talents to copy 
from Mossop's medal the head of Primate Robinson, and place it on a smaller 
one with his name, and bearing on the reverse an elevation of the library at 
Armagh, as a memorial of the liberality of that munificent prelate. The two 
next are miserable in point of design and workmanship. They were executed 
under the direction of a person named Brush, who was a silversmith, and as 
appears from them totally devoid of skill and judgment in that line. One I 
imagine to be the original badge of the Orange Society, and bears a figure of 
William III. on horseback within a border of orange lilies. On a scroll above, 
THE glorious MEMORY, and below, KING AND CONSTITUTION. Rcversc, a 
sword and sceptre in saltire through a crown, in a wreath of orange lilies, and 
below on a scroll, god save the king. The second bears the legend, corpo- 
ration AND citizens OF LIMERICK, — a castle, with the armorial bearings of the 
city in a wreath of laurel and palm. Reverse, a crown within a laurel wreath 
inscribed to the heroes of coloony, 5th . sep". 1798. It was designed to 
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commemorate the successful battle fought by the Limerick militia under Colonel 
Vereker, against General Humbert and the French, at Coloony, near Sligo. 
Another medal of this year, of beautiful workmanship, and executed by Hancock 
in England, commemorates the decisive victory obtained by Sir I. Borlase Warren 
over the French fleet off the coast of Donegal, on the 12th of October, 1798. 

The visit of George IV. to his Irish dominions naturally called forth the 
emulative talents of various artists, both in this and the sister kingdom. On this 
occasion a medal was published by Mossop. Obverse, geobgivs iv d . g . bbit . 
ET HiBEENiiE BEX F • D. The king's head laureated to the left. Reverse, advenit 
KEX CONCORDAT civiTAS. Hibemia standing with a cornucopia in her right hand, 
and an Irish harp in her left ; at her feet, on the right, a child with a lighted 
torch, setting fire to a pile of armour and military weapons ; on her right a square 
altar, with a small flame arising from its top ; in the exergue the arms of the city 
of Dublin, with the city mace, sword, and cap, mdcccxxi. The die of the 
reverse of this medal was broken after a few impressions were struck off, and the 
artist speedily executed another, which differs a little from the one just described, 
having in the exergue, xii , adg : mdcccxxi. 

Connected with his Majesty's visit, another medal was executed by Isaac 
Parkes, an artist still living, to commemorate the Installation held at St. Patrick's 
Cathedral. Obverse, geohgius mi -dig: bhitanniabum hex • f : d : king's 
head laureated to the left, encircled by the collar of the order of St. Patrick. 
Reverse, south-east view of St. Patrick's cathedral; in the exergue, royal 

INSTALLATION - AT S' PATRICK' DUBLIN - AUGUST XXVIII - MDCCCXXI. The vieW 

of the cathedral is very correct, and executed with ability. 

There is a medal connected with this period, which, though executed in 
England, as it purports to be struck on Irish metal, it may be fitting to allude to. 
Obverse, georgius iiii d : g : britanniabum rex f : d : Bust to the left, with a 
laurel crown. Reverse, Hibemia with a harp, and a wolf dog at her feet, 
receiving the king, who is just landed from a boat bearing the royal standard. 
Howth, and some of the most conspicuous buildings of the city in the back 
ground. In the exergue, in commemoration op his majestts - most gra- 
cious visit to IRELAND - 1821. w • HAMY DiREX. There is engraved on the 
edge, IRISH COPPER from the mines in the county of wicklow. This is a 
work got up by Hamy and Mann, silversmiths in Dublin. The bust was exe- 
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cuted by Benjamin Wyon, and the reverse by Mills, both artists of eminence, 
and are creditable to them. 

I have but few medallists more to notice ; as they are still living, and work- 
ing in their profession, I should prefer finding that the Academy was about to 
take them under its fostering care, to occupying your time in criticising their 
performances. John Jones was employed in the establishment of the younger 
Mossop until the death of the latter, and has since produced some works from 
his own graver connected with the political events of these busy times. They 
speak for themselves, and I only regret that he has not been more employed, as 
his Premium Medal for the North East Agricultural Society, is, in taste and 
execution, a very beautiful performance. His tools and presses are now rusting 
in his workshop ; and a talented professional native, educated in an excellent 
school, has the mortification of finding himself neglected, and English artists 
employed to record Irish events. 

William Woodhouse, who is a native of England, and received his education 
at Birmingham, has also struck some few medals. I have no doubt, from the 
specimens I have seen, that were he to receive due encouragement, his talents 
would be well employed in the service of our country. 

The last with whom I am acquainted is Isaac Parkes, a native of Birmingham 
also, but who came to this country in 1807, and served his apprenticeship to his 
brother, an eminent button manufacturer in this city. We are justified in con- 
sidering Parkes as our own ; for, here he served his time ; here he received 
instructions in modelling from Sherwin, the pupil of Smyth, whose chisel- 
lings and figures adorn so many of our public buildings ; and, here whatever 
proficiency he has attained to in the art has been elicited and nourished. If 
diligent attention to business, access to a well-chosen collection of models, and a 
considerable share of ingenuity and taste, can secure public patronage, Parkes 
well deserves it ; and his large medallion of the late Duke of York is an evidence 
of his boldness and power in the art of die sinking, — for amongst all those of the 
middle ages, I have scarcely seen one that exceeds it in relief, and it has this 
superiority over them, that while they were invariably cast, this was raised out 
of the solid metal by the power of the screw. 

The comparatively small number of medals I have been able to record from 
the time of Charles II. to the present day, affords a lamentable and humiliating 
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pi'oof of the small encouragement both arts and artists have hitherto received 
in Ireland. Our medallists, while labouring under great discouragements, have 
shown themselves capable of performances worthy a place in any cabinet ; what 
might we not then expect if the liberal, the enlightened, the classical were once 
aroused to patronize an art which formed the boast of Ancient Greece and Rome 
in the days of their greatest power and highest civilization. 



P. S. — It was my intention to have accompanied the preceding Memoir with 
an Appendix, giving a particular description of many other medals connected 
with Ireland, as well as those which have been noticed already, together with 
engravings of the most rare and interesting. But since I have more particularly 
directed my attention to the subject, my researches have led to the discovery of 
so many medals, of the existence of which I was before ignorant, already amount- 
ing in all to more than two hundred, that I shall for the present defer the pub- 
lication of the appendix and engravings till I am enabled to present it to the 
Academy in a form as complete as I would wish, and as the subject deserves. 



